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This special issue of the Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine honors an
outstanding figure in American medical education. Vernon Lippard has
served for over twenty years as a medical school dean and for the past fifteen
years as dean of the Yale School of Medicine. In an era of unprecedented
change, he has selflessly devoted himself to the complex problems of medical
education and medical care. His interests have not been parochial; he has
served on numerous national and international advisory groups, and his
influence has been felt by many medical schools both in this country and
abroad. He was quick to recognize this nation's need for additional schools
to increase the supply of doctors for a rapidly growing population. He not
only labored to bring this need to public attention but has also been a con-
sultant for many of the new medical schools that have been established in
this country in the past two decades and for the reorganization and ex-
pansion of several existing schools. This role as a dean's dean has been one
of his outstanding contributions to medical education.
Vernon Lippard came to Yale in 1922 as a college freshman. At the
Sheffield Scientific School, his interests were in biology, and this strongly
influenced his decision to go into medicine. When he entered the Yale
School of Medicine in 1925, the educational program was undergoing con-
siderable change under the dynamic leadership of Dean Milton Winternitz;
this provided a unique and stimulating environment for the students. It is
of interest to note that the Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine, "con-
ceived by a small group of students," made its appearance in his senior
year. In the first issue of the Journal (October 1928), two abstracts based
upon articles published by members of the faculty bear the initials "V. W.
L.," a student editor. That issue also announces that Vernon William Lip-
pard was one of five fourth-year students elected to membership in Alpha
Omega Alpha. He received his M. D. degree cuin laude in 1929 and was
awarded the Parker Prize, given annually to the graduating student "who
has shown the best qualifications for a successful practitioner." Even today,
this successful dean retains these outstanding qualifications.
The ten years following his graduation from medical school were devoted
to pediatrics. After an internship with Dr. Grover Powers at the New
Haven Hospital, he began a residency at the New York Nursery and Child's
Hospital under Dr. Oscar Schloss, chairman of pediatrics at Cornell Medi-
cal College. When the Cornell pediatrics department moved to the newly
completed New York Hospital in 1932, Vernon Lippard was the first chief
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resident. He then became an instructor on the Cornell faculty and began
his research on immunology in infants. This was followed by a period in
private practice, and in 1938-1939 he directed a comprehensive study of
the care of crippled children in New York City.
In 1939 he made what must have been a difficult decision for a successful
young pediatrician. He accepted an invitation from Dean Willard Rappleye
to join the Columbia faculty as assistant dean of the College of Physicians
and Surgeons; the following year he was appointed associate dean, but
World War II interrupted his administrative career. In 1942 he entered
the Army and served in the Southwest Pacific where he was executive
officer and chief of laboratory for the 9th General Hospital. The Army
apparently recognized his administrative skill for during the last months of
the war he served as chief of medical personnel for the Army Forces of the
Southwest Pacific. Although Dr. Lippard returned to the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, he accepted the deanship of the Louisiana State
University School of Medicine in New Orleans in 1946. Three years later
he was appointed dean at the University of Virginia School of Medicine
in Charlottesville, a post which he held until 1952. Both of these schools
were strongly influenced by his skillful and imaginative leadership.
Dr. Lippard returned to Yale as dean in 1952 and has directed the School
of Medicine during a fifteen year period of remarkable growth and ex-
pansion, the greatest in its 157 year history. Although the new construction
has been most impressive, this growth has not been limited to bricks and
mortar; it has involved the educational, research, and service programs as
well, together with an unparalleled strengthening of the faculty and a sig-
nificant change in student enrollment. Throughout these years of change
and stress, he has held the respect and devotion of his faculty. Yale has,
indeed, been fortunate to have his leadership during this critical period in
the development of its medical institution. Although he relinquishes his
post as dean in June 1967, it is not to retire. He will continue to serve the
University in his new post as Assistant to the President and Fellows of
the Yale Corporation for Medical Development and no doubt will con-
tinue to serve his colleagues in medical education throughout the country
as a valued consultant and confidant.
In planning this special issue, the editor was undoubtedly influenced by
Dr. Lippard's presidential address to the Association of American Medical
Colleges in October 1955* in which he examined the relationships of the
*"The Medical School-Janus of the University," published in J. med. Educ., 1955,
30, 698-706.
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American medical school tothe university and the community and suggested
a number of long-range policies. Thus, it seemed timely and appropriate to
compile a series of essays exploring the relationships of the medical school
in today's society. Because of the scope of the subject and the many individ-
uals we would have liked to include as contributors, this could easily have
become an encyclopedia, much larger than the Journal could accommodate
and far beyond the capacity of the editor. It was decided, therefore, to limit
this volume to seven articles by outstanding authorities on subjects which
wefeel are currently of special importance and which have been of particular
interest to our friend and colleague, Vernon Lippard, a distinguished
statesman in the field of medical education.
ARTHUR EBBERT, JR.
Guest Editor
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